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Re (tern V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

V-1 D1 , which is considered as the closest prior art, discloses: 

a device for transporting particles containing a magnetic material in a selected 
direction (page 1 , first paragraph), the device comprising: 

-a support member having a support surface (1 , fig. 1) for supporting the 
particles, the support surface extending in the selected direction; 

- a separator [it separates the magnetic particles from the emulsion] magnet (3) 
arranged to generate a magnetic field for retaining the particles on the support 
surface whereby the magnetic field on the support surface is arranged to have a high- 
field band, a low-field band, and a magnetic field gradient in a gradient zone between 
said high- and low-field bands whereby the magnetic field strength in the high-field 
band is higher than that in the low-field band (page. 4, lines 16-18 and fig. 1); 

- means for advancing the high- and low-field bands relative to the support 
surface in a direction having a component in the direction of the magnetic field 
gradient on the support surface, whereby the high-field band is followed by the low- 
field band (page 4, lines 1-8); 

- whereby along said high-field band at least a first magnetic pole and a second 
magnetic pole of opposite polarity are arranged such that a first magnetic path on the 
support surface from the first magnetic pole to the second magnetic pole is shorter 
than a second magnetic path on the support surface crossing the gradient zone from 
the first magnetic pole to any other nearest magnetic pole of opposite polarity (oaae 
5, lines 14-21). y VK y 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore not new and the claim does not meet the 
corresponding requirement of Art. 33(2) PCT. 

In drawing the above conclusion it has been observed in particular that fig. 1 and 3 in 
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combination clearly disclose that the distance between two poles of opposite polarity 
(i.e. between any two adjacent poles identified with reference sign 3 and visible in fig. 
1) is shorter than the distance between two poles of opposite polarity in a direction 
crossing the gradient zone (i.e. any pole identified with reference sign 3 and the 
opposite pole of the same magnet, i.e. pole "N" at the top of fig. 3 and pole "S" at the 
bottom of the same figure). 

V-2 The subject-matter of claim 2 is new as D1 does not specify whether the magnets 
comprise pluralities of building blocks, and claim 1 meets therefore the novelty 
requirement of Art. 33(2) PCT. The use of stacked building blocks of magnetic 
materials in magnetic particles transporting means is however well known, see for 
example D2, page 4, lines 26-29, and therefore it would obvious to modify 
accordingly the transport means according to D1 . Claim 2 does not meet the 
inventive step requirement of Art. 33(3) PCT. 

V-3 The subject-matter of claims 3-7 (whereby claim 7 should have been formulated as 
dependant "on any of claims 2 to 6, as it refers to a "stacking direction") and 9 to 15 
is suggested by the cited documents (see search report), and therefore said claims 
do no meet the inventive step requirement of Art. 33(3) PCT. 

V-4 The subject-matter of claim 8 is known from D1 , see page 4, lines 16-19, and 
therefore the claim does not meet the novelty requirement of Art. 33(2) PCT. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

VII-1 a) The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

b) Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is said document identified 
therein. 
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1. A device for transporting particles containing a 
magnetic material in a selected direction, the device 
comprising: 

a support member having a support surface for 
supporting the particles, the support surface extending 
in the selected direction;' 

a separator magnet arranged to generate a magnetic 
field for retaining the particles on the support surface 
whereby the magnetic field on the support surface is 
arranged to have a high-field band, a low-field band, and 
a magnetic field gradient in a gradient zone between said 
high- and low-field bands whereby the magnetic field 
strength in the high-field band is higher than that in 
the low-field band; . 

means for advancing the high- and low-field bands 
relative to the support surface in a direction having a 
component in the direction of the magnetic field gradient 
on the support surface, whereby the high-field band. is 
followed by the low-field band; characterized in that 
along said high-field band at least a first magnetic pole 
and a second magnetic pole of opposite polarity are 
arranged such that a first magnetic path on the support 
surface from the first magnetic pole to the second 
magnetic pole is shorter than a second magnetic path on 
the support surface crossing the gradient zone from the 
first magnetic pole to any other nearest magnetic pole of 
opposite polarity. 

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the separator magnet 
is a composite magnet comprising a plurality of magnetic 
building blocks stacked together in a selected stacking 
direction. 
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